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In 2016, we will celebrate our 35th year of service to the community of Northeast Ohio! As we prepare 

to commemorate this anniversary, we pause and reflect on the values that led us here. Independence, 

opportunity, and choice are familiar words to anyone involved with LEAP. These words are the  

foundation of our agency: the principles infused into every interaction with those we serve.  
  

There is one element of our philosophy, however, that truly sets us apart: community. Born out of 

our yearning for interconnectedness and belonging, communities embrace differences and incorporate 

them into the ever-changing fabric of their identity. At its best, a community gives every person a voice. 
 

And that’s what we’ve spent the last 35 years doing: giving people with disabilities a voice in our  

community. In fact, this year alone, LEAP 

 Led a coalition of 19 social service agencies in planning and executing the ADA 25th Anniversary  

celebration on Wade Oval, reaching over 6,000 people 

 Connected 988 individuals to available resources within the community through information &  
assistance, options counseling or peer support ,leading to self-direction and greater independence 

 Transitioned 24 individuals with disabilities from nursing facilities into their own homes through 

the HOME Choice Program (bringing our grand total of those transitioned to 250!) 

 Assisted over 300 people in accessing and analyzing benefits to obtain financial stability 

 Offered newly developed personal enrichment classes to over 30 consumers through Quantum 

LEAP PLUS and ARTFORCE, programs designed to help individuals with disabilities creatively 

 develop skills to live, work and play in their communities 

 Provide job preparation, career exploration, and job coaching to over 100 people a year and  

supported 83 job seekers, in obtaining work experiences and employment.    

  

 We hope you will celebrate with us this year, because we consider you a part of this community, too! 

You play an incredibly important role in ensuring that LEAP is able to continue enriching Northeast Ohio 

by providing life-changing opportunities to people with disabilities. Your donation of $35 a month 

($420) for our 35th anniversary helps us do just that. 

  

 A monthly gift of $35 (just $8.75 per week) would help support a person with a disability settling into 

their accessible home, preparing for their first job, transitioning from high school to college, participating 

in recreation or arts activities in their community, and so much more. 

  

 We hope that you will consider giving to LEAP as we head into our 35th year. Please make your donation 

using the enclosed envelope or online at www.leapinfo.org/support/donate.            
 

Wishing you all the best, 

 

 
 

 

Brian Roof  Melanie Hogan 

Board President Executive Director 
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